















LASH La RUE WESTERN 


WILlAlEBERSON • C. V. WOODS 




UNOFFICIAL 


QUICK/ FINISH OFF" 
THE PRESIDENT AND 
\ THEN GET THAT Ikl- 
TRUDER l THAT WILL 

gaL be the downfall 

RS40F DEMOCRACY , 
Kg' HERE FOREVER I 


. BATTLE WORTH FISHTINS EVEN IF IT MEANS RISKING YOUR NECK, AS 

WHEN HE accepts THE UNOFFICIAL ASSIGNMENT \ 


Democracy versus dictatorship that's t 
THE ROVING MARSHAL , LASH LORUE, DOES 


I AM BEGINNING \ I DO NOT BE 

TO THINK GENERAL LI EVE THERE 
JUAREZ IS right; I IS A SPY, BUI 
SINCE YOU ARE /SINCE THAT 
VICE - PRESIDENt/IS AN 'ORDER, 
HUANDO.I'M SX WILL CARRY 

making it Fit out to the 

YOUR JOB TO/BE ST O F MY 
FIND THAT #Y)| f^’V^BlUTY ' 


^CAPITAL OFGUATAYCO.... 

r HATE TO 5AY \ AS VICE PRESI- Y& : 

THE REBELS \ BUT HOW IS THAT H 

HAVE BEATEN 1 POSSIBLEi GENERAL 
US AGAIN, JUAREZ? WE OUT- 

PRESIDENT / NUMBER THEM AT , 
CHAVEZ i LEAST TEN TO ONE I 

Mmm 

Tk liraMWr n 

BUT 'l SUSPECT ’ I TAXCO , I DO , 

THERE 15 A SPY NOT BEUEVE 
AMONG YOUR. / THAT PRESIDENT 
ADVISORS WHO / CHAVEZ HAS 

TIPS OFF THE /ONIY LOVAL MEN 
ENEMY ABOUT /SURROUNDING 

OUR every^him ' 
























LASH LaRUE WESTERN 



SOUNDS VhOT PART IS GREAT, BUT AAV 

GREAT ) OLD FRIEND, JUAN CHAVEZ, WHO 
'WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT,WRITES 
AAE THAT THE EX-DICTATOR., 
GENERAL JUANO, HAS ORGANIZED 
A SMALL ARMY OP REBELS AND 

V IS TRYING TO RECAPTURE THE 
( COUNTRY SO HE CAN REGAIN 

V HIS POWER* 


I AM, LASH * AFTER MANY YEARS Ol 
I LIVING UNDER THE TYRANNICAL 
RULE OF A DICTATOR,THE SMALL 
* SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRY OP 
GUATAXCO ELECTEO ft PRESIDENT 
ftNO SET UP ft DEMOCRACY y 


THING! WHY 
SHOULD IT 
WORRY YOU 


WHAT'S THE 
MATTER, CHIEF, 
YOU LOOK, 
WORRIED! y 


IF THE PEOPLE ' 
ARE BEHIND 
THE PRESIDENT, 
HE 5H0ULD 
HAVE NO 
TROUBLE 
PUTTING 
DOWN THE 
REBELLION 


, CORRECT, EXCEPT 
\ FOR ONE THING L 
/ THERE IS A SPY 
* AMONG THE PRESI¬ 
DENT'S ADVISORS 


AND UNTIL THAT SPY IS CAUGHT 
THE PRESIDENT DOESN'T KNOW 
WHOM TO TRUST! IF Z WERE A 

YOUNGER MAN, i- 

I'D GO DOWN y HOW ABOUT 
THERE AND \ SENDING ME, 
HELP HIM CATCH 1 CHIEF ? 
THAT TRAITOR JfcM 


\ ABOUT GIVING 
ME SOMETIME 
/ OFF SO I CAN 
/GO DOWN THERE 
ON MY OWN ? 


i POSSIBLE FOR THE 
] REBELS TO KEEP 
I BEATING THE PRESI¬ 
DENT'S ARMY AND 
THE CITIZ.ENS ARE 
BEGINNING TO LOSE 
FAITH IN THE NEW 
v DEMOCRACY * 


I WAS HOPING \ I'M READY TO 

you'd say that; \ leave right 

LASH ! PACK. NOW, CHIEF ! 
YOUR THINGS / I'VE GOT ALL 
AND GET /THE THINGS 
READY TO / I NEED, MY 
LEAVE 1 HORSE,$.Y GUNS, 


IF YOU WENT TO GUATAXCO, \A BATTLE 
YOU'D HAVE TO GO AS I BETWEEN 
AN INDIVIDUAL AND THAT, y DEMOCRACY 
SINCE THE UNITED \ AND DICTATOR- 
STATES IS NOT INVOLVED \ SHIP, ID BE 
IN THIS FRACAS, NO WILLING TO 
MATTER WHATHAPPENED ^ TAKE THE 
TO YOU, YOU COULD A CHANCE 1 
EXPECT NO HELP!^^ng 
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WHAT HUANDO HAS 

said makes sense! 

IT IS NECESSARY 
THAT THEY KNOW 
WE ARE WITH / 

THEM ll WILL / 
GO.' 


/A PARTY OF 
/GUARDS TO 
/ ESCORT YOU 

'there, presi¬ 
dent : 


TO SUGGEST THAT IF THE PRESI¬ 
DENT WERE TO VISIT HIS ARMY, 

WOULD SHOW THEM /-- 

THAT YOU HAVE /VISITING Tl 
NOT LOST HEART /ARMY WOUL 
ANO IT MIGHT /BE TOO DANSE 
RESTORE THEIR JoUS FOR THE 
COURAGE JL PRESIDENT ! 


.THIS IS GETTING 
\ UNBEARABLE! 
T | WE MUST DO 
/ SOMETHING 

/ drastic : 


x still do not think it is 

A GOOD IDEA FOR HIMTO 
GO i IF ANYTHING SHOULD 
HAPPEN TO THE PRESIDENT,, 
IT WOULD BE THE BIGGEST J 
BLOW TO OUR NEW _<< .' 

democracy: [- JL 


SOMETIMES X THINK. 
YOU WORRY TOO MUCH, 
GENERAL JUAREZ ! IN 
THE MEANWHILE, LET US 
GO IN SO I CAN GIVE 
YOU THE ORDERS THE 
PRESIDENT LEFT i 


quick! WE MUST ) NOT BY MISTAKE, 

FIGHT OUR. WAY V CHAVEZ THOSE 


CAPTURING ME WIU 
DO YOU NO GOOD! 
VICE PRESIDENT 
HUANDO WILL / 
CARRY ON THE V 
BATTLE TO WIPE l 
YOU AND YOUR J 
MEN OUT 1 Jl 


<L ) VICE-PRESI¬ 

DENT HUANOO 
/IS ALSO ON 
\OUR PAYROLL 


FIGHT OUR WAY { 
OUT OF HERE : 

WE RODE INTO THE 
REBEL HEAD- > 
QUARTERS BY A 

mistake: 


GENERAL 
JUANO : 
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, A OF COURSE HE SAID THAT I 
BUT ONLV SO YOU WOULD 
/ MOT SUSPECT HE WAS A 
\ SPY i AMD SO THAT YOU 
I WOULD LISTEN WHEN HE 

i J suggested you ride out 

/AND JOIN YOUR ARMY- 

GIVING US THE OPPORTUNrtY 
TO CAPTURE YOU l ^ 


THE PEOPLE WILL BE TOO AFRAID T 
ANYTHING ABOUT IT-<--ESPECIALI 
[YOUR ENTIRE ARIWV IS WIPED OUT . 


YES, WIPED OUT RIGHT NOW, IN YOUR ABSENSE, 
HUANDO IS ORDERING THE ARMV TO MARCH TO 
CACTUS VALLEY WHERE MV MEN ARE WAITING TO 
MASSACRE THEM HA1HA1HA 1 ^ 


THERE GOES ANOTHER 
ARMY ON THE MARCH 
AND THEY'RE HEADED 
STRAIGHT FOR CACTUS 
VALLEY WHICH MEANS 
i THEY'RE RIDING INTO 
S. ATRAPl 


RACY THEY 
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N w LIFE MEANS NOTHING,SENORi 
STATE YOUR BUSINESS AND IF IT 
PROVES DISADVATAG60US TO 
US i IWY MEN WILL SHOOT YOU 
EVEN THOUGH IT MEANS J 
v MY LIFE 1 


HOLD YOUR FIRE 
OR I'LL SHOOT , 
YOUR GENERAL' 


--BUT I'VE GOT TO 
TAKE THAT CHANCE 


Seconds later- 


VICE PRESIDENT 
HUANDO! BUT 
HE SAID HE WAS 
FOLLOWING OUT 
THE PRESIDENT'S 
ORDERS i ^4 


X WANT TO' 
KNOW WHAT 
SIDE YOU'RE 
ON—AND t 
WANT PROOF 


IT IS LUCKY YOU 
RAN INTO US. 
iaRUE—OTHER¬ 
WISE WE WOULD 
HAVE WALKED , 
INTO A TRAP I A 


X AM BEGINNING TO SMELL A PAT 
- - - AND HIS NAME SEEMS TO BE 
HUANDO 1 WHERE CAN X FIND HIM ? 


ERE ? YOU WERE 
D TO BE LEADING 
Y INTO CACTUS J 
VALLEY 1 
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AS SOON AS X ^ 

LOCK UP HUANDO, 

X WILL CARRY OUT 


LAND 


THE WALL I 


AND THEN GET THAT INTRUDER ! 

_ c* THAT WILL BE THE 

I nFm-TV.^ DOWNFALL OP DEflAOC- 

M if II riP®J racy here forever! 
Tfll 'I llial READY ! J-OC 


QUICK / PICK I 
YOUR RIFLES ! 


anyway' 
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HE'S TRYING > ESCAPE IS THE 

TO ESCAPE ! LAST THING I'M 
SHOOT HIM J TRYING TO DO — 
FIRST 1 -- l- r . -nf 


A HANDFUL OF UUANO MY 

i /GUESS IS THAT 
/WHEN THE army 
\ OF THE DEMOC- 
! RACY DOESN'T 

/ MARCH into their 

/TRAP, THEY'LL 
RETURN HERE FOR. 
FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS. 


MY ARMY OF 
REBELS IS , 
STILL INTACT! 


fcATER-- JUANO AND 

-- 1 ALL HIS MEN 

ARE 5AFEI* LOCKED UP, 
PRESIDENT CHAVEZ i > 


■ UNOFFICIAL 
ASSIGNMENT, 
PRESIDENT 
CHAVEZ, I THINK 
w THE STATUE 
kv WOULD BE OUT 
OF PLACE, 
P\ BESIDES-- 
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r WA<aOtlWffBETjp--- f- stirred up/] -: 


Hgy, CHIP, ▼ SHOCKS, UM60U- 

WAf'S 1H£ L wneeus, J'/VI <716 

wffee iviw Ai. r,us ie s> / *■« 


PISGUST6P i 


fumes Aeouue neke 
we i,oo uweueur-y 


/HUH ? I SHOUIP TAX 
f A JOB IIJ me C^XJG 

{‘Sioee roe * wee, 

Vgni?(?iiJG tire ?"/ 


r tHA-r'# i?i6H-f/ vuh caw ee a ~ 

soOA jeHK~- rnev'ce always 

v&f/egMC SOCKS AkIP CMlie.P6‘ 


( 6 UL P) 


J YOU’RE AT THE FRONT L 

WITH AN EYEWITNESS VIEW OF THE 


STUNNING REALISM 

ivn -flg 

































[gee! a new boy!}(hello, i'M)(6‘c),0g.fevMTlc>!] 

(SEEMS NICE TOO -J \PUD! V - -£f ~ ^ T~S 


HE DOESN'T KNOW *- 

HOWTO PLAY BALL! 


f[ WISH H 

> COULD 
I TALK . 
ENGLISH- 


[understand 

(him! 


^ 5S>ni)r<S \rs 

U J L->- 0U8BLE BUBBLE/ 


YOU SAID 
’ IT, PAL' 


1 WAIT. 1 ^ 
I’VE 60T 
AN IDEA! 


FUNNIES, FORTUNES AN 
FACTS ON EVERY 
WRAPPER / 


YOU CAN’T q- 
BEAT FLEER'S \ 
PUBBLE 1 
BUBBLE ' 
FOR FLAVOR 
THAT LASTS! 


• 2 


SOYS'&KLS/LOOK/ 
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HEY, CACTUS JOE, WHAT N 
AREYUH STUDYING SO HARD? 


X GOT A REAL PROBLEM . 
HYAR, SNAKE-EYE, MAYBE 
/UH CAN HELP ME WITH IT? 


I’LL BE GLAD TO 
TRY', WHAT'S THE 
PROBLEM? 


'IT SAYS HYAR THAT 
BILL HAD A BOARD BILL 
.AND BILL ALSO HAD A . 
S BILLBOARD! 


WELL, BILL SOLD HIS 
BILLBOARD TO PAY HIS 


BOARD BILL! 


WELL, WHAT'S THE T WOULD YUH SAY THAT WHEN 

PROBLEM? - 


YUH GOT ME SO ^ 
MIXED UP, I DON’T; 
KNOW WHAT TO J 
<ANSWER - - 


'THE TROUBLE WITH 
YUH IS THAT YUH 
HAVE NO POWER OF 
V. CONCENTRATION! 


< BILL SOLD HIS BILLBOARD 
* TO PAY HIS BOARD BILL, THE 
BOARD BILL NO LONGER J 
BORED BILL? y—- 


Mr 
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MAYBE I HAVE NO POWER VBUT I CAN'T 
OF CONCENTRATION.BUT I'VE \ PAY YUH 
60T PLENTY OF POWER AND i UNTIL I 6ET 
YOU'RE GOING TO Feel it if /\A JOB! *- 
YUH DON'T PAY ME THE FIVE J V- 
DOLLARS YUH OWE ME! ’Mg 


WHAT HAPPENED TO THAT 
JOB YUH SOT AS A DESK 
CLERK IN THE PRAIRIE V 
HOTEL ?/-ar— 


WHAT DID YUH DO K NOTHING! BUT 
WRONG THIS TIME ?J BUSINESS WAS 

-- -so BAP AT THE 

V / HOTEL,THE MANAGER 
( WAS STEALING TOWELS 
/-sAfROMTHE GUESTS 1 


ARE YUH SUREf I'D NEVER 
THE MANAGER / STEAL! 
DIDN'T CATCH A WHY WHEN 
YUH STEALING \> THE 
TOWELS FROM/MANAGER 
THE HOTEL?/HIRED ME, 
HE SAID I 

A/ ( HAP AN HONEST 

I V-. FACE! _/ 


I WAS THERE 
WHEN HE HIRED 
YUH ANP THAT'S 
NOT WHAT HE / 
SAIDL^ : 


7 NO? THEN 
[ WHAT DID 
HE SAY 
WHEN HE 
LOOKED AT 
Y ME ? J 


HE SAID, 
"HONEST.. 
IS THAT A 
FACE?" > 


AND WHAT WOULD / I'D 
YUH PO IF YUH Jk CALL 
DID SEE A Y A 
FLYING SAUCER?! CUP! 


YUH THINK YO'RE ^ 
FUNNY, BUT I'M TOO 
> BUSY TO BOTHER 
WITH YUH! I'VE SOT 
TO KEEP MUH EYE OUT 
IN CASE I SEE A / 
jr FLYING SAUCER!/ 
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HELP! HELP! 

I'VE SEEN ROBBED.' 
SOME VARMINTS 
STOLE MY BEST „ 
» DIAMONDS/ j 


C I'M A ROVING 
'MARSHAL.' QUJC 
TELL ME, WHJ CH 
WAV' DID THE 
■ BANDITS GO? 
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\YUH CAN'T MISS 
|THESE VARMINTS/ 
) ONE WAS VERY 
' TALL ANP THE 
, OTHER WAS VERY 

1 short: they 

MAKE AN OPP, 
COMBINATION^ 


LET'S HIT THE N 

TRAIL. RUSH/ 
MAYBE WE STILL 
CAN CATCH UP y 
y 70 THAT <. 

[stagecoach!) 


FOLLOWING LASH'S SHORTCUT, 
OVERTAKES THE HECTOR VILLE 
COACH! " . v ; _ i __ 


/IT, BUT THEY MUST 

X have jumpep out 

SOMEWHERE BETWEEN 
^ HECTORVILLE ANDj 


CHECK UP J 
ON YOUR 
PASSENeERS.' 


SINCE THEY'RE ON FOOT, \ 

I MIGHT BE ABLE TO CATCH 
7 THEM YET.' LET'S HIT > 

n^the trail, rush/^t ' 




this way to * 
RICHVILLP- 

centek~ 


&Ueanwh/le, in richville ■ 


since rr's just a guess, i'll' 

LET THIS COIN DECIPE WHICR~ 
TRAIL I FOLLOW FIRST/ J 
HEAPS-RICHVILLE J TrffVfc 
TAILS - HAWKSTOWN/y/ J ^ K 


HAWKSTOWN 

■n it is: - 


NOW THAT WE PEPOSITEP THAT 

TWENTY THOUSANP POLLARS, M 
CAN TRY THAT KLEPTOMANIAC 
RACKET HERE, SIWASH, OUST 
AS WE PIP IN HECTORVILLE.' J 


Y lets go: i've n 

' ALREAPY FOL'NP 
OUT WHERE THE 
BIGGEST PIAMONP 
MERCHANT IN TOWN 
V. OPERATES.' , 
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SHORTLY AFTER • 




SHORTLY 

AFTER— 


HE'S LEAVING! NOW 
OVER TO THE HOTEL L 
COLLECT FROM HIS 
—t BROTHER.' r 


T KLEPTOMANIAC.' HIS 
/ BROTHER GUARANTEE!? TO 
PAY FOR WHATEVER HE STOLE 
ANO AS LONG AS HE DOESN'T 
TAKE MORE THAN TWENTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS WORTH-- 
«r THAT'S THE AMOUNT HE -a 
,( HAS IN THE BANK —WE 
(V HAVE NOTHING TO WORRY . 
I Tfc-- t ABOUT! 


THAT'S RIGHT, \ I'D BETTER GO 
MR. BEAM WELL,' L ' N CHECK UP ON 
NO ONE ANSWERING )THE ADDRESS. 
YOUR DESCRIPTION / BANK 
MOVED IN HERE >7 SHOULP 1 
-7- TODAY.'——^ / HAVE IT! / 


NOT ONLY DIDN'T THEY LEAVE ANY 1| 
ADDRESS, MR. BRAMWELL, BUT jB 
THEY WITHDREW ALL THEIR 

MONEY ONLY A SHORT .-' 

WHILE AFTER THEY/ I'VE BEEN 
DEPOSITED IT' /FLEECED.' THI! 

IS A MATTER 
FOR THE . 

yOTTOoCIw sheriff.' , 


I HAVEN'T SEEN 
OR HEARD OF 
-x THEM, LASH/ A 
J ) BUT WAIT— 

/ HERE COMES 
THE LOCAL - 
f DIAMOND 
( MERCHANT.' 


AND SINCE ▼ 1 
I COULD FIND ) I 
NO TRACE OF A - " 
THOSE VARMINTS 
IN HAWKSTOWN, , 
I DOUBLED , <C 
BACK HERE.' 7 
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lOU’VB GOT ) I'Ll DO MY 

ro GET MY -('BEST' SINCE 
.PIAMONPS HAWKSTOWN , 
T BACK' J IS THE -< 
I "/NEAREST TOWN 
<~7 r~T TO THIS ONE, 
JL/ THAT® PROBABLY 
''lit WHERE THEY HEAPED. 1 
// WE'RE GOING BACK 
// V THERE.' HIT 
7/ —. THE TRAIL, ) 

U ( RUSH! J 


(THEY'RE GOING TO 
/HELP US CLEAN OUT 

-n the best diamonds 

/IN THE LOCAL JEWELRY 
'STORE.' ALL I HAVE 
TO VO IS PUT THE 
ROUND ONES IN ONE 
POCKET ANP THE j 
7 SQUARE ONES IN 
THE OTHER POCKET 
WHERE X CAN GET AT 
. THEM FAST.' NOW 

V_HYAR'STHE 

IDEA! — . 


MILE, IN A HOTEL 
HAWKSTOWN — 


ABOUT 

THEM? 


WHATIS THE UREA 
OF MAKING ME < 
PUT ON A PRESS, 
TOM? VIE DON'T . 
NEEP IT TO 
PULL OUR 
KLEPTOMANIAC 
^ STUNT.' ^ 


I WE USEP THAT 

ACT ENOUGH.' 


RIGHT, TH/ 
YO'RE 
LOOKING 

y FEK, ' 

7 LASH.' 


REMEMBER 
LL THOSE PHON'i 
TEN CENT _ 
DIAMOND "5 
RINGS 

I BOUGHT^ 



SHORTLY 

AFTER - 


^ME ANP CYNTHIA MET ON THE STAGE- 

COACH BRINGING US BOTH TO YOUR , 
LOVELY TOWN ANP WE FELL IN LOVE/ 

P NOW I AIM TO BUY HER THE .- ^ 

biggestanp best 
ENGAGEMENT KING )/ HERE'S A 
S^INTHEWEST.' A™™'-*' 


BUT AS THE CLERK. STARTS TO SET THE TRAY 
DOWN OH THE COUNTER, TOM DELIBERATELY 
BRUSHES HIS HAND AND - 


OOOPS! I SURE AM X PICK THEM UP AND PUT . 

CLUMSY! COME, DEAR, ) THEM IN MV POCKET AS 
HELP ME PICK THEM /HE SUBSTITUTES THE 
RIGHT UP.' _ _->?y PHONY RINGS, IS 

Yrn ,_ 7 */ r~Z_ what tom means.' ] 


I NOW, WHICH ONE J 

WOULD THE •< 
I LUCKY LADY BE \ 

INTERESTED IN l 
SEEING? 2 ^*^ 
~\ fTTHEYRE ALL 
/// SO PRETTY, 
// L_ I CAN'T ■« 
/|j / MAKE UP, 

'{ / MV MINPjj 


NOW ABOUT GOING OUTFER 
SOMETHING TO EAT ANP THAT 
WILL GIVE ME TIME J~— -v 


J AIL ARE.' 

NOT A ONE 
MISSING, AS 
VUH CAN W 
—7 SEEl'M 


1 JUST WARNED THE SHERIFF . 
TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A 
THAT TEAM OF BANPITS' NOW 
I'P BETTER TIP OFF THE wrfj 
OWNER OF THIS JEWELRY ^ 
STORE, TOO, SO HE WON'T Jl 


MV MINP.' /WHATEVER 

-, _/^YOU SAY PEAR.' 

(7 WE'LL SEE YUM 

\ I k._IN A LITTLE 

\l TLYHILE/y— 
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EVERY SECOND! THAT IS, 
EXCEPT WHEN THE AWN 
ACCIDENTALLY DROPPED 
THE WHOLE TRAY ON > 
THE FLOOR' BUT IT T"' 
WAS FULL WHEN HE 1 
PICKED IT UP! / 


'/MAYBE IT WASN'T 

A COINCIDENCE.' 
DID WOU WATCH 
-7 THE/M AS THEY , 
/ HANDLED * 
{ THE RINGS? , 


f WOULD YOU \ 

MIND CAREFULLY 

examining those 

RINGS ON THAT > 
—r TRAY RIGHT f 
( NOW? J 


NO ONE'S BEEN IN HYAR YET Wr 
STORY ABOUT A KLEPTOMANIAC 
BROTHER, BUT IT'S A FUNNY v 
COINCIDENCE THAT I HAD A V 
VERY TALL COWBOY COME IN / 
HYAR TO LOOK AT A DIAMOND A 
__ RING FOR A VERY 
SHORT GIRLS 


AT THE STAGE¬ 
COACH OFFICE 


THOSE WERE 
AW /MOST 
VALUABLE • 
STONES' 
IF I DON'T 
GET THEM 
BACK I'LL 
BE RUINED.' 


\ ALL I CAN PROMISE ) 

J IS TO DO MY BEST' /- 
'SINCE THEY DON'T HAVE 
\ANy HORSES AND THEY 
CAN'T GO BACK TO THE 
/CLOSEBY RICHVILLE, T 
\ THE ONLY WAY OUT OF 
J HERE FOR THEM IS / 
fflgr BY COACH! — 


Tthanks7> 

THAT'S ALL 
I WANT TO 
KNOW.'y 


PIAAi| 


BUT FATE PLAYS A TRICE ON LASH! NOT 
ONLY HAS SWASH REMOVED HIS PRESS, 
BUT THE OTHER TWO PASSENGERS ARE 
A TALL COWBOY AND A SHORT GIRL! 


•OU KNOW \ KEEP THEM 
/HAT I'M IGUARDED WHILE 
TALK— JI FORCE THE I 
UGHHhh!) DRIVER TO -4 

UNH|TCH -jjjg 1 

Inf Coach horses so 

f JggWE CAN GET AWAY/J 


IN THE NAME OF THE LAW, STOP) 
THE COACH! I AIM TO LOCK UP < 
A COUPLE OF YOUR PASSENGERS ) 
Trr FOR ROBBERY.'—■"'** 
VES ' SIR. 1 

o-: WHOA.' 


OKAY, YOU TWO.' HOP OUrT^t/t 
I'M RUNNING YOU IN FOR AT 
LEAST THREE JEWEL ROBBERIES 
THAT I KNOW OF.' 


talking 

About? 


HE'S REALLY AFTERl 

US' I'VE GOT TO -4 
Work fast before! 
THAT JASPER 
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sVutas they ripe off, the roving 

MARSHAL'S HE AG CLEARS - 

T HIT THE A 

T TRAIL, RUSH!L 

*r\ 

r-6$mn *P \ 

LOOK! IT'S THAT START ^ 

LAYIPOG! HCW'PJ SEPARATING! 1 
HE COME TO / HE CANT GO 

WIT LOOKS AS IF I OWE YOU TWO 

V AN APOLOGY! BUT IT’LL HAVE TO , X 
[ WAIT UNTIL I CATCH THOSE JT- 

Lngr TWO VARMINTS! .~'j 

K •rStfssjk 

Truk*? 

&3SSSS 

SO SOONT J AFTER THE BOTH 
toftmm —-rfE-Sw, OF US AT 
^Tl^PfR (ONCE! Xj 

g|j 

||F HE / S G0T J TO/VUN CAN REALLY | 

■ 

HECOULP HMe'bONLBp’youX^ 

OFF YOUR HORSE, BUT —S0H- __jj| 

Y— I WAS SUAE THE \ • § 

( OPPOSITE WAY WOULP WMM 
(WORK iXS > 

ijSMK Uir) I/av. - 

Kg 

W/hp a few minutes later — 1 

AS SOON AS WE PASS A JAIL- A* '{ 

HOUSE, 111 TURN OVER THE TWO K§ 
HANPCUFFEP PASSENGERS ANO/flH 
THEN I'LL RETURN ALL THEcgs^SM 

LOOT I FOBNO ON -_ - 1 

THEM TO THEIR / 1 KNOW IT WILL 
i-r PROPER,-—'TAKE TIME, PUT 
/ OWNERS.' ) IT'S MEN LIKE YOU, 

. _^lash, that will — ^ 

3P*» fiTT EVENTUALLY MAKE THE 
WEST A REAL SAFE., 

I ^\p~ ^gaggy PLACE TO T 

f-——AjPgV UVE IN ^s@ 

jjrj v.A §sracO-_ 
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The Boardinghouse 


LEAVING 


WHY ? DIPN’T YL)H 
LIKE THE ROOM _ 
YUH HAD HYAR’1 


HOME IN TEN SECONDS, 
CLOSE TO THE BARN 


l THAT’S CORRECT 
J DIDN’T HAVE ANY 
MA JONES TO 
"BOTHER 


NOT CLOSE 
I LIVED IN 
THE BARN ! 


DO YUH MEAN TO SAY YUH 
ACTUALLY LIKED LIVING IN T 
BARN BETTER THAN HYAR; 
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WELL. DUSTY, I MUST ADMIT X NEVER 
HEARD OF ANYONE ELSE 3UT YUH WHO 
QUIT A SOFT JOB LIKE YUH HAP _-*£! 
AS A FOOD TASTER .' . , , 


WHY DID YUH HAVE 
TO QUIT BEING A <■ 
FOOD TASTER ? 2 


THEY WOULDN’T 
GIVE ME TIME OFF 
FER LUNCH .' r- 


DO YUH MEAN YUH 
COULD STILL EAT j 
LUNCH AFTER < 
TASTING FOOD ) 1 
ALL MORNING.' J RE 


i ———"^WHEN YUH SAT g 
DOWN TO EAT WITH 21 
THEM, YUH DIDN’T DARE ~ 
LET YORE EYES LEAVE YORE 
. PLATEONE MOVE AND J 
YUH LOST VORE r-* 
MEAL !j - 


THAT’S RIGHT.' THE MINUTE THE * 
FOOD WAS SERVED, ONE OF THEM 
WOULD SAY "LOOK WHO CAME IN," 
AND THE MINUTE I’D LOOK UP ■* 
TO SEE, MY CHOW WAS GONE.' A 


AND THE WORST PART OF IT 
WAS THAT THEY ALWAYS TRIED 
TO CONVINCE ME THAT I HAD . 
■ EATEN THE CHOW MYSELF iT 


DISTRACT 
? ME? 
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WOULDN’T MA JONES GIYE YUH J _ J 

A SNACK LATER ON, i-—^ 

IF YUH LOST YORE / I ONCE ASHED 
CHOW THAT WAY ?S HER SO SHE 6 AV 

--ME A P02EN 

p ( APPLES AND A - 

/•v KNIFE ANP70LP 

\ « C ME TO p PEL > 

Jv ' —^ THEM • 


WELL, A DOZEN ) WHO SOT THE ^ 

APPLES SHOULD/ APPLES? WHILE I 
HAVE FILLED WAS PEE LINS THEM, 
YUH UP* / SHE’D HYPNOTIZE ME 


MAYBE MA JONE5 DIDN’T TREAT T 

YUH RIGHT BECAUSE YUH msS&W 

HAP NO ETIQUETTE ,-' 

-rv _ y WHAT’S 

' - \ rr ETIQUETTE? 


yeah: she SAID I’d fit in with the 

REST OF THE CRUMBS/ AT FIRST I WAS 
GOING TO MAKE HER EAT THOSE WORDS, 
BUT I FIGURED IF THERE WERE ANY 
CRUMBS AROUND, I COULD USE THEM 
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MESQUITE MURDER 


By John Martin 



F ROM across the teller’s cages in the Rock- 
dog Bank, Sheriff Tarn Liggett looked 
up from the withdrawal slip he was making 
out. Behind the third teller’s window, rancher 
Carse Vargan was taking a big bundle of 
hundred-dollar bills from teller Raff Sorrel. 

“You sure you want to draw all this out at 
one time?” Sorrel asked anxiously. 

Vargan licked his lips. “Sure I do,” the 
rancher said. “I’ve saved my dough for five 
years now, and I’m going in to Carson City 
and spend it on new farm equipment”. 

Liggett came up, presented his withdrawal 
(lip. 

"Sheriff,” appealed Sorrel. “You’re a friend 
of Carse’s. I’m telling him it’s dangerous to 
take all this dough out of the bank at one 

time.” 

“It’s dangerous,” Liggett agreed. “But may¬ 
be Carse can take care of himself.” 

Carse grinned. He slapped his .brace of hog- 
legs. “I aim to,” he said. “Oh, I’m not saying 
there’s no danger, Sheriff, but even if there 
has been a rash of robberies, I got two friends 
here who’ll stand by me.” Again he slapped 
his guns. 

The Sheriff turned to Sorrel. ,“Can’t do a 
thing with him, Raff,” he said, grinning. “But 
you ought to take one of the bunkhouse boys 
with you, Carse. It’s safer.” 

Vargan shook his head. 

“I’m having a good time by myself,” he 
said. He looked up as Ed Keifer, the president 
of the bank walked up and shook hands, “Say, 
Ed,” he began, “while we’re at it, how about 
both of us making a donation to the new 
hospital fund. Liggett’s treasurer, you know.” 

Keifer laughed. He took a hundred dollar 
bill from his wallet and gave it to the Sheriff 
who accepted it with thanks. “Let’s see you 
match that,” he said. 

Vargan did. Then he shook hands all around 
and departed. 

Keifer shook his head. 

“Carse knows his own mind, I reckon,” he 
said, “but I’m jiggered if I’d travel alone that 
way. ’Course, he’s a dead shot, but . . .” 


Liggett nodded. 

“Being a dead shot doesn’t mean a thing 
when' you’re dry-gulched.” 

He went back to his office, did a little paper 
work and then left for Reg Coleman’s place 
to pick up a donation Coleman had promised 
for the hospital fund. He figured he’d probably 
meet Vargan on the way back, on his way to 
Carson City. That way he’d be able to assure 
himself Vargan was still safe. 

Some hours later, having finished his errand 
at Reg Coleman’s, he started back to Rockdog. 

The first shot he heard came from over a 
rise. Then there was a second. His cayuse, 
bucked at the explosion. Then he spurred 
forward. Whole minutes passed before he 
finally reached the top of the rise. 

At first he couldn’t see anything. Then he 
spotted the body lying like a tiny splinter 
far down on the road. A horse stood beside it. 
And vanishing over a further rise was a man 
on another horse. Liggett debated for an in¬ 
stant whether he should pursue the mounted 
man, but abandoned the idea when he realized 
the man on the ground might only be wounded 
and badly in need of help. 

When he got there it was tpo late. 

Carse Vargan lay dead on the rocky ground. 
Liggett got off his cayuse and examined the 

“Robbery,” he grunted, as he noted the wal¬ 
let was missing. His jaw set. A few minutes 
later he. was off for Rock'dog, with Vargan’s 
horse trailing behind him, Vargan tied secure¬ 
ly to the saddle. 

He knew it was wiser to enter town by a 
back road. It was getting dark, but he had no 
desire to start a furure as might happen if 
he rode through the main business street. For¬ 
tunately, Doc Trainer’s office was on the edge 
of town. 

An hour later, Doc, whom he’d aroused, ad¬ 
mitted him to his private office. He pointed to 
Vargan. , 

“The second bullet killed him,” b« «>id. 
“You got any clues.” 

Li;2-tt shook his head. . 
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“Not a one,” he admitted. 

“This is the first killing we’ve had since 
you were elected. Sheriff,” he said. “You’ve 
done a good job. After all, you warned Vargan, 
as you said. And so did everybody else.” 

“I’ve got to find the killer, Doc,” Liggett 

“There’s no names printed on bullets, son,” 
Doe Trainer said. He handed the Sheriff a 
paper. “But here’s the report on ’em.” 

Liggett glanced at it .with interest. Then 
he looked at Trainer. 

"I reckon you’re the temporary coroner. 
You take charge of the body until tomorrow.” 

After Liggett returned to his office, he sat 
down and considered his position, glumly. He 
knew he was facing an almost impossible task. 
There hadn’t been the slightest clue to reveal 
the identity of the killer. There wasn’t even 
a trace of a trail on that rocky ground. 

In the morning, a number of townspeople 
came around to deposit contributions for the 
hospital fund with Liggett. He opened the 
envelopes slowly and counted up the money. 
When he came to Jed Cady’s contribution he 
started up suddenly, eyes wide. Minutes later 
he was dashing over to Cady’s Rockdog Hotel, 
which Cady owned and managed. Then, with 
a pale and nervous Cady in tow, he went on 
to the bank. 

Ed Keifer greeted them at the doorway. 
Liggett, looking past hint, saw»two new faces 
busy over the books in the accounting cage. 

“Mind if I have a word with the bank ex¬ 
aminers, Keifer?” 

The banker looked at him suspiciously. 
,Then he nodded assent. 

“Okay with me. Sheriff, if they can tell you 
anything.” 

With his eye still on Cady, Liggett went 
behind the accounting cage. He talked briefly 
with the examiners. They showed him some 
books they were going over. Cady, standing 
beside Liggett as the Sheriff talked, sweated 
and trembled. Suddenly the Sheriff pushed 
Cady to the center of the floor and drew his 
gun. 

“You arresting Jed Cady, Sheriff?” Keifer 
asked in astonishment. 

“Yep,” Liggett said. “He’s guilty!” 

“You—you mean of murder?” Keifer asked. 
“You—you mean Cady murdered Carse Var¬ 
gan?” 


“It wasn’t Cady,” Liggett said. He turned to 
the line of teller’s cages and barked, “Come 
over here, Sorrel!” 

The teller, suddenly pale, came out of his 
cage. 

“I’m arresting you, Raff Sorrel, first on a 
charge of embezzling Keifer’s bank funds, sec¬ 
ondly of murdering Carse Vargan! And I’m 
arresting Cady as an accessory!” 

Sorrel made a dive for Cady’s guns. Cady 
tossed him one. But Liggett moved like a 
streak of lightning. His hogleg barked twice. 
Both guns jumped into the air. Sorrel and 
Cady rubbed their numbed hands. 

Keifer and several customers of the bank 
looked at Liggett, puzzled. The banker 
scratched his head. 

“I don’t get it, Sheriff,” he said. 

Liggett handcuffed Cady and Sorrel to¬ 
gether. 

ARSE VARGAN was shot twice,” Lig¬ 
gett said. “One shot went through'his 
wallet pocket—and his wallet was gone. So 
I knew the money was pierced. This morning 
I opened a hospital fund envelope from Jed 
Cady. It had a hundred dollar bill in it—with 
a hole in it. But Cady said he got it from Raff 
last night. After killing Vargan, Raff had to 
get five thousand dollars in undamaged bills 
to replace the money he stole from Vargan 
to cover his embezzlements until after the 
bank examiners left. Then he planned to jug¬ 
gle the books again and steal it back. He of¬ 
fered to cut Cady in on half of the five thou¬ 
sand in return for undamaged bills. And Cady 
accepted. But by mistake, this morning, he 
put one of Sorrel’s pierced bills in the en¬ 
velope to the hospital fund. Naturally he im¬ 
plicated Sorrel because he didn’t want, to 

“No wonder Raff tried persuading Vargan 
not to draw his money out.” Keifer said. “He 
knew Vargan was contrary as a mule, and 
besides, it averted suspicion from himself.” He 
shook his head. “Five thousand dollars is a 
pile of money,” he said. 

Liggett glanced grimly at the two culprits. 

“Reckon they won’t be needing any money 
where they’re going,” he said. 

THE END 
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WOBDS 

C HEY, MOLASSES MOUTH, ^ C THAT’S RIGHT ! ) 

/> 1 HEAR TELL YUW HAD A < -__ ^ 

V s FIGHT WITH FRED DUKES j) V 

JJggy^lglp^ 

C WHAT WAS IT WELL, FRED WAS 

V ALL ’BOUT ? Js TRYING TO DRIVE R 

NAIL INTO THE WALL WITH ) 

(/ v —^ A HAIRBRUSH.’y—^ 

%■ SO X SAID, " YUH \ 

q™*™ rj®? 

B 

( WELL, 1 DID ASH HIM WHY ) / \ 

v -—, HE DIDN’T USE HIS f\ (\\ 
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'l WAS JUST IN MY SNACK MINDING N\\J<U BUSINE! 
WHEN TWO YOUNG OWLHOOTS CAME InT>ND TRIED 
TO MAKE ME AGREE TO HELP THEM HOLD UP THE 
NEXT TRAIN PASSING THROUGH LARADOi WHEN X 
THREW THEM OUT, THEY SET FIRE TO MY SHACK 


10RRECT ! BUT JUST BECAUSE 
CM AN EX-CONVICT DOESN'T 
MEAN I'M NOT ENTITLED TO y 
THE PROTECTION OF 
THE LAW' 
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HAVEYUH ANY 
l IDEA WHAT 
\ THOSE VARMINTS' 
NAMES WERE OR 
' WHERE WE COULD 
FIND THEM, PUS? 


LUCKY FORME I PUTOITM 
THE BLAZE BEFORE. THE 
WHOLE SHACK BURNED / 
DOWN, BUT THEY DID \ 
ENOUGH DAMAGE AND I 
DEMAND THEY BE CAUGHT 
AND MADE TO PAY >£ 

vFORrrl^ 


THAT'S A GOOD IDEA, 
CHIEF, 8UTJUST TO 
MAKE SURE NOTHING 
GOES VflWNG, WHILE 
YOU LEAD OUT THE 
POSSE, I'D LIKE TO A 
TRY SOMETHING fit 


X RECKON WE'D 
\ BETTER ROUND UP 
I A POSSE PRONTO, 
LASHi WE'LL 
/ SPREAD OUT TEN 
MILES UP THE TRACK 
PROM HYAR AND 
CATCH THOSE VAR¬ 
MINTS WHEN THEY 


NO, I NEVER DIO SEE \ WE'LL BE 

THEM BEFORE, BUT I THERE WAIT- 
I DID HEAR THEM / ING FER 
SAY THEY AIMED V THEM ^ 
TO STOP THE TRAIN 
IN THE HILLS TEN AP’Tfm Hi 

3T dn! I ■r 

LARAOO i rfggM J\,\ I SB 


ASSA^ e 


A LOT OF GOOD Y 
THAT'S GONG TO 
DO US IN ROBBING 
THE TRAIN 1 IQ * 
CARRY OUT THE JOB 


C&EANWUILE--/ AGREE 

i- Ai . V . SYM NOTHING l HE 

WELL, BOYS, DID ) KICKED US 
YUH GET PUG /OUT 1 BUT WE 
MELTON TO \ GOT EVEN 
AGREE TO HELP WITH HIM ! WE 
US ROB THAT / SET HIS SHACK 
RAILROAD ^ ON FIRE 1 
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\ WHILE YUH BOYS 

: J WERE OUT, BUSTEf 
/ I TOOK CARE OF 
'THATl I MET THE 
ENGINEER. OF THE 
TRAIN AMD HE ASR6E 
\ TO STOP THE TRAIM 
/ FIVE MILES OUT AND 
' LETUSOMFERA 
CUT OF THE LOOT [ 
WE'RE ALL SET ! 


I TOLD THE LAW THEY AIMED TO 
BOARD THE TRAIM TEN MILES 
OUT OF TOWN .BUT I HEARD THEM 
SAY FIVE MILES l I WANT TO 
MAKE SURE THEY SET ON THE 
TRAIN BEFORE THE LAW REACHES 
THEM SO THEY'LL BE BLAMED 
FER THE ROBBERY L 


LOCO. ROCK?ONCE 
WE SET ON THE , 
TRAIN. I KNOW / 


I'LL JUST GET MYSELF ATICKET^, 

BOARD THE TRAIN IN LARADO ANC 
CLEAN OUT ALLTHOSE NEW BILLS 
LONG BEFORE WE'RE FIVE MILES 
OUT OF TOWN 1 EVEN THOUGH 
THEY'LL DENY GETTING THE LOOT, 
NO ONE WILL BELIEVE THEM 1 


<kND AS THE TRAIN ROLLS OUT 
OF TOWN TOWARD THE SUR- 
ROUNOING HILLS—- 


WOULD 


DON'T 


. . TO ME i J IT'S THE T-T-TRUTH i 

BETTER TALK j I D-D-DONT KNOW l 
>T BECAUSE ^/THEY'RE IN ONE OF 
GOT AN < THOSE PACKAGES, BUT 
IY TRIGGER. ) WHICH ONE X DON'T y 
IGER i y KNOW i THE MINT 

\r- - -1 WRAPPED THEM ALL ALIKE 

TO CONFUSE ANYONE 
WHO MIGHT TRY TO 
THE TRAIN 1 


OPEN AND DON'T STOP TILL. 
YUH FIND THE RIGHT ONE 
GET MOVING ! I'VE GOT TO BE 
K OFF THISTRAIN BEFORE 
■ktar WE'RE FIVE MILES OUT 
OF LARADO.' + 
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i&eMJWHILE. L&SH 


CMtRXING CUT HIS PLAN whi aPi 
TRAIN AS A PASSENGER 1 


[ 5HOVED THE FIREMAN UNDER THE 
TRAIN AS WE LEFT LARADO 50 HE 
COULDN'T INTERFERE WITH AAV 
■r STOPPING THE TRAIN l NOW I'LL 

.ooO-r HAVE TO GET RID OF __V 

V^^baRUE^TOOi Jr 


, ROCK PROMISED TO CUT ME 
IN ON THE LOOT AND I 
DON'T AIMIO LET ANY - 
f LAWD06 CHEAT ME OUT j 
OF AAV SHARE ! ^ m ^ 


-THIS KNIFE WILL HAVE TO DO 


f JUST IN TIME i WE MUST BE ALAAOST 
FIVE MILES OUT OF larado already! 
NOW I’VE GOT TO MAKE 5URE YOU DON'T 
IDENTIFY ME ! AND SINCE A SHOT 
WOULD BE HEARD - — ^ j 
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FIRST I'LL DROP THE 
• LOOT OFF - - 




roawT 

MY ARM : 

> YO'RE 

' BREAKING 
MY ARM J 

> LET GOi 


WANT! 


that's 

NOTHING 
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’Birr as they cumb« 


I DON'T RECKON ' 
SHOOT A /WAN IN ■ 
BACKi SO I'M AAA* 
BREAK FER IT ' 


i THAT ENGINEER'S 
1 RIGHT ON THE JO Bi 
IT'S SLOWING DOWN 
SO WE CAN BOARD 
IT] GET - 
il^READV ]^§ 


YOU'RE right! i wouldn't 
5HOOT ANYONE IN THE 
BACK— 


But when thev peach the 


TH REE BANOiTS APE 


1 1 1 ' ' .. " ’ y ? i QUICK, tell me 

HEY, AWELL.THEY ] SOMETHING,' 
LOOK.' I CAN'T < WHEN YOU TWO 
THIS /BLAME US \ SPOKE TO PUG 
PLACE / FER IT. 1 WE ) MELTON, DID YOU 
HAS >, NEVER /sAY YOU WERE 
ALREADY ) GOT THIS) GOING TO STOP 
BEEN \ FAR! J THE TRAIN TEN 
ROBBED! >-I/^lliN MILES OUT OF 

l~i iiiuTt iM»i Wtefyf town ? . 


OKAY, LASH ] 
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TEN MILES OUT SO THAT BY THE 
TIME THE TRAIN REACHED US,THEY 
WOULD HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO 
GET ON AND BE BLAMED FOR THE 
ROBBERY HE HAD ALREADY . 

iteHW Aw PULLBO • - 


IT MAKES ^ 

SENSE, LASH, 
BUT HOW . 
CAN WE < 
PROVE IT?J 


I'M AFRAID I'VE (SOT BAD NEWS FOR 
YOU, PUG i THOSE YOUNG HOMBRES 
ROBBED THE TRAIN BEFORE IT 
REACHED THE TEN MILE POINT AND 

GOT AWAY I YOU'LL - - 

HAVE TO WAIT TO 06 
PAID FOR THE DAMAGE 
THEY DID TO YOUR J 


Iyuw lawmen 

'DIDNT MAKE 
/ ANY BLUNDERS 
-^YEARS AGO WHEN 
IT CAME TO CAPTJR- 


OH, THEY'LL%E CAUGHT, PUG L % 

AND THE FUNNY PART OF IT ALL.V 
IS THAT THEY DID THE WHOLE 
JOB FOR NOTHING i THE MINT I 
MADE A MISTAKE AND SENT / 

A PACKAGE OF COUNTERFEIT / 
BILLS AND THATS WHAT J 
THEY LOOTED i -—^ 
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a big f new book /or 
MODEL BUILDERS 


If you're an active model builder or if you're only start¬ 
ing to work with balsa wood then here is a book you'll 
keep for years! Packed with accurate plans and instruc¬ 
tions for building over 25 different control-line and 


Just Look What This Book Contains! 

• 144 pages 

• Plans for 25 TESTED projects 


free-flight model airplanes, battery driven boats and 
scale automobiles. Handbook for MODEL BUILDERS also 
contains a complete list of oli gas engines, tips on build¬ 
ing and a special story on GETTING STARTED IN MODEL 
BUILDING! 



• Hundreds of photographs 

• Gas Model Airplane Plans 

• Model Boat Plans 

• Model Car Plans 

• plus many other models 



At Your Local Newsstand 75 Cents a Copy 

































